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Why is Dominion trying to kill rooftop solar?
Continued from cover

So, at a time when:

•	Virginia imports more energy 
than any other state;

•	our electricity bills are predicted 
to double in the coming years;

•	data center-driven demand has 
pushed our grid to the breaking 
point and is forcing new, enor-
mously expensive infrastructure; 
and

•	data centers are polluting our air 
with high-emission diesel genera-
tors…

… Dominion is now proposing regu-

latory changes to net metering that will 
make distributed generation economically 
unviable.

Also known as “net energy metering” 
or NEM, net metering is a billing arrange-
ment where customers who produce 
more energy than they use receive credit 
for excess energy that is sent back to the 
grid. Net metering is how solar installa-
tions “pay for themselves” after a certain 
amount of time, and what makes solar 
financially accessible to homeowners and 
small businesses. 

How it works: If you have a rooftop 
solar installation on your property, when 
the sun is shining, the energy your panels 

produce is directly powering your home. 
Any excess energy that cannot be used in 
that moment goes back into the greater 
grid, and you get full credit for each unit 
produced. That credit is automatically 
applied later, perhaps to your evening 
usage or in the winter months when there 
is less sun. Those credits are good for an 
entire year.

In May 2025, Dominion petitioned 
the State Corporation Commission to 
cut that credit value by nearly half and 
increase the calculation frequency. These 
changes will severely undercut the value 
and practicality of rooftop solar to its 
owner and critically hamper distributed 
generation at a time when we desperately 
need every last electron.

PEC’s support for  
distributed generation

PEC is committed to shaping and 
advancing Virginia’s clean energy future, 
while also continuing to work hard to 
conserve and restore the Piedmont’s lands 
and waters. To this end, we have com-
missioned a “value of solar” report that 
demonstrates the true value of solar to 
every Virginia citizen: how rooftop solar 
and other distributed generation sup-
port conservation values and reduce the 
impacts of transmission lines, new large-

scale generation, and other costs borne 
by ratepayers on their electricity bills. The 
report will factor in the range of benefits 
that utilities do not acknowledge when 
proposing their reductions in net meter-
ing values.

Once complete, the value of solar 
report will lay the foundation for PEC’s 
intervention in Dominion’s net metering 
case with the SCC, as well as future local 
and state policy that can advance distrib-
uted generation. We will join Sierra Club, 
Solar United Neighbors, Clean Virginia, 
and Vote Solar to argue that the state 
retain its current net metering rates.

But we need your help. Early in 
2026, this case will provide a tremendous 
opportunity for you to get involved 
through public testimony and public com-
ment. Our upcoming value of solar report 
and related communications will give 
you the tools to express your support for 
keeping net metering rates as they are.

Whether you already have solar or 
plan to get it, or are motivated by conserv-
ing natural resources and agricultural and 
forested lands, your unique voice can play 
a tremendous role. Stay tuned for more 
information later this year so you can join 
the fight and help us expand, rather than 
diminish, the role of distributed genera-
tion in Virginia’s energy future.

A small agrivoltaics solar installation at PEC’s Community Farm that is the first in 
Virginia to grow crops under panel. Photo by Hugh Kenny

Christ Church Cares food pantry in Mill-
wood is serving more families than ever. 
Food Pantry Coordinator Mary Parham 
says, “The number of households we serve 
has reached about 45 to 50 per week, with 
some picking up for other families who 
cannot make it to our location. We only 
expect this number to increase as federal 
and state responsibility for this population 
diminishes and resources are made less 
available.”

Anne Cushman at FISH of Berryville 
expects similar increases in need. “As 
we navigate through the new rules and 
regulations, FISH is asking local organiza-
tions and individuals to partner with us 
to better serve our clients,” says Cush-
man. “Much like our partnership with 
PEC, whether it’s fresh food or clothing 
or financial donations, every bit helps to 
make a big difference in the lives of our 
friends and neighbors in Clarke County.”

Over the past three years, the team 
at PEC’s Community Farm has pushed to 
take our food production and outreach 
to the next level. We grew and donated 
over 50,000 pounds of fresh produce in 
2024, a tenfold increase from the farm’s 
first season in 2019, and are working to 
sustainably increase production year 
over year. At the same time, we have 
engaged a record number of volunteers 
and built partnerships with educational 
institutions, nonprofits, corporations and 
community leaders to increase the reach 
of our mission. When we involve more of 

our community members in the work of 
hunger relief, we empower each other 
to build stronger, more sustainable food 
systems and protect our vital agricultural 
resources.

Holding onto valuable 
farmland

Local farms do more than supply 
fresh produce, meat and dairy to food 
banks. They also form the backbone of 
a resilient local food system that can 
withstand the increasing pressures of 
development and climate change. Virginia 
loses thousands of acres of farmland every 
year. As changing climate conditions — 
with more and longer drought periods 
and more intense rain events — threaten 
the viability of agriculture in other regions 
across the U.S., strong, abundant local 
farms in the Virginia Piedmont will be 
increasingly critical to feeding us all.

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted 
the vulnerability of our food systems, and 
disruptions to the global supply chain 
increased demand for local food, animal 
processors and food pantries. Many food-
insecure people rely on large institutions 
like schools for meals, and when these 
closed during the pandemic, PEC rallied to 
connect local meat, dairy and egg produc-
ers with our local food banks to meet the 
increased need.

We learned that we cannot, and 
should not, rely on just a few globally-
scaled producers for food security in our 

Continued from cover

Feeding the Piedmont

Community Farm volunteers harvest thousands of pounds of cabbage for donation 
to local hunger relief organizations. Photo by Catherine Fisher

communities. After the challenges of 
the pandemic years, PEC has doubled 
down on supporting a sustainable and 
resilient local food system, seeding pos-
sibilities for a continued robust farming 
economy. Since our beginnings, we’ve 
partnered with landowners to protect 
agricultural lands from future develop-
ment with conservation easements. 
More recently, we’ve ramped up efforts 
to leverage a federal Agricultural Land 
Easement program designed specifically 
to conserve and keep working agricul-
tural lands in production. We champion 
soil health through the Community Farm, 
run the Gilbert’s Corner Farmers Market 
where local farmers sell their goods, con-

nect farmers with cost-share programs 
to support sustainable land manage-
ment practices, and promote local food 
through our biennial Buy Fresh Buy Local 
guides.

The fact is: food is an intersection for 
the majority of PEC’s work, as the agricul-
tural economy is the cornerstone of rural 
viability and environmental stewardship. 
Whether you volunteer with us on the 
farm, support conservation, buy local, 
donate to a food pantry, or advocate for 
hunger relief, we invite you to join us to 
build food security and fight hunger in 
Virginia, nationally and beyond.



Highlights from our Summer Randal Fellowship Program; the role of PEC’s  
Community Farm in hunger relief; PEC’s history protecting southern Fauquier County;  
land use updates and upcoming events around the region; and more!
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“Ragged Mountain Reservoir in Autumn.” Finalist in PEC’s 2024 Photo Contest. Photo by David Vinson
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Dear Friends,

At our Annual Gathering at Eldon Farms in 
Rapphannock County this summer, we could 
look through the passing rain storms across 

hundreds of thousands of acres of verdant green carpet 
rolling down the Hazel River toward the Chesapeake Bay. 
The event was a tremendous reminder of the collective 
impact of individual decisions and actions, and a chance 
to celebrate huge progress toward ongoing protection 
of the Rappahannock watershed and a large part of the 
globally significant Appalachian region. 

PEC, and each of you across our region, are all 
part of the continuous momentum for conservation. 
Wherever I travel, whether in the United States or 
overseas, I am reminded of the amazing collective effort 
we are engaged in and its importance as a model for 
community-based solutions. 

And at the same time, we are confronted by the 
challenge of continuous forces of change. The Virginia 
Piedmont is at the physical epicenter of the global shift 
toward generative artificial intelligence and an explosion 
of data center development threatening our natural 
resources and conservation values.

PEC has been sounding a clarion call for the last 
several years, informing and educating a community of 
people kept in the dark as data center developers, utility 
companies and some local leaders negotiate behind 
closed doors and nondisclosure agreements. We’ve been 
driving a steady stream of policy recommendations that 
would bring transparency to the impacts of this growing 
industry, each year building on the momentum of the 
previous one. We speak at public hearings and serve as 
the single and consistently reliable source for details and 
information about data center proposals at the local level.

And recently, we launched Virginians for a Smarter 
Digital Future, an ambitious campaign that provides a 
much-needed counterweight to the skewed approach 

data center developers are using to overload residents 
and elected leaders with loud claims of speculative ben-
efits of data centers while conveniently leaving out the 
details about how data centers deplete water resources, 
degrade air quality, mar the landscape, put our energy 
grid on the brink of collapse, and force every Virginian to 
subsidize the wealthiest companies in the world. 

Our perseverance is paying off.
Our calls to mitigate the impacts of the highest 

concentration of data centers in the world are rippling 
outward and inspiring communities across the country. 
We find ourselves repeatedly sought after by national 
and international media outlets as headlines across the 
world speak to troubling impacts of the data center 
industry on our energy systems, water resources, and, 
especially, people struggling to scrape by in an ever-
challenging economy. We’ve mobilized more than 1,300 
people to write to the State Corporation Commission 
calling for a new rate structure that unburdens the 
people of Virginia from the energy costs of data centers 
and the profits to be gleaned by Dominion Energy and 
data center developers from the energy buildout. Other 
states, hearing our messages, are passing laws that will 
temper the negative effects of data centers and protect 
their residents. 

I’m proud that PEC is leading the vanguard when 
it comes to calling attention to the repercussions of 
hyperscale data centers and demanding better from 
the richest companies in the world. Our work has never 
been more relevant than it is in this moment: when 
the pressure of data centers and all of their electrical 
infrastructure threatens both our past conservation 
victories and our future conservation efforts; when 
the federal government is stripping away support for 
clean energy and protections for public lands while 
also proposing energy infrastructure on working 

farm and forest lands; and when neighborhoods are 
threatened with looming data center buildings, towering 
transmission lines and risks to water supplies and air 
quality.

This progress is only possible with a community 
behind us, and our work is enabling Virginians across the 
commonwealth to more effectively engage local, state 
and national decision makers. Thanks to the support of 
members like you, our research, communications and 
direct actions are helping communities in the Piedmont 
and beyond stand up, make their voices heard, and 
balance the opportunity for transformational economic 
development with the sustainability of our most 
treasured places. Together, we can build momentum and 
reach a point where the investment in data centers and 
energy comes with an even 
more significant investment in 
community and conservation.

Sincerely,

Chris Miller, President Ph
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Eldon Farms with Shenandoah National Park  
in the distance. Photo by Hugh Kenny

Pop Quiz

ANSWER ON PAGE 4

How many miles of roads are unpaved in PEC’s 
nine-county service area of Albemarle, Clarke, 
Culpeper, Fauquier, Greene, Loudoun, Madison, 
Orange and Rappahannock counties and the City of 
Charlottesville?

a)	 500 - 600 miles
b)	 601 - 700 miles
c)	 701 - 800 miles
d)	 801 - 900 miles
e)	 901 - 1000 miles

Photo by Hugh Kenny

QUESTION


