
IF YOU’RE THINKING
OF ESTABLISHING A
POND ON YOUR
PROPERTY, BE SURE
TO CONSIDER...

GOT A
POND?
Here’s a starter kit to
managing a healthy aquatic
ecosystem on your property. 

OR WANT ONE?

Scan this QR code for an updated list
of private pond management

resources, or visit our website at
pecva.org and search “Managing Your

Pond or Lake.”

LEARN MORE

Permits & Regulations
Local and state permits are
often necessary to build a pond.
Check in with your local Soil and
Water Conservation District
(SWCD) or Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) for
personalized guidance. 

Costs 
Be prepared for upfront costs, like
excavating and stocking a pond,
and continued costs, like invasive
species management, mowing,
restocking fish, and regular
maintenance. 

Intended Use
What’s your vision for your
pond? A space to recreate?
Quality habitat for wildlife? A
private fishing spot to lease out
to local anglers? All of the
above? Your goals determine
what (and how many)
resources you'll need to invest.
Management and maintenance
costs vary by pond type. To
learn more about each, consult
with your local NRCS. 



WHAT ABOUT FISH?THE IMPORTANCE OF
A RIPARIAN BUFFER

OTHER BEST PRACTICES 

If you’re a livestock owner,
fencing off your pond is the
first step to improving its
water quality. 

Most Virginia ponds support
warmwater fish year-round, like...

largemouth bass
bluegill
redear sunfish
channel catfish

The Virginia Department of Wildlife
Resources provides a list of specific
recommendations on what to stock and
when to stock, depending on your pond’s
intended use. 

If you’re looking to lease out your pond to
other fishermen, consult with your local
NRCS to learn about long-term and day
leasing, licenses, and permits. 

Flip to the back to learn more!

What’s a riparian buffer?
A riparian buffer is the vegetated border of
trees, shrubs, and grasses along the bank
of a river, stream, lake, or pond. 

Smart Planning
Plan, design, and construct ponds
in compliance with local, state,
and federal laws
Preserve cultural and historic
resources in the project area

Ecological Consideration
Stock with locally-adapted and
native species
Use alternatives to pesticides
when possible

Rely on biological and
mechanical control methods
instead

Sustainable Maintenance 
Install supplemental aeration
equipment to improve water
quality
Delay mowing until after the
primary grassland bird nesting
season

The Virginia Department of Wildlife
Resources recommends installing fencing
50 - 100 feet from the pond bank, fully
enclosing the pond. If not fenced off,
livestock waste will increase the pond’s
organic content, introduce harmful
bacteria, and promote algae growth.
Livestock trampling can erode the bank,
too, causing shallowing and muddy water.
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Why are they important?
A riparian buffer acts as a filter, absorbing
sediments and pollutants before they reach
your pond. Trees, shrubs, and grasses
stabilize pond banks, reduce runoff, control
flooding, and provide important wildlife
habitat. Tree canopy shade also keeps your
pond cool and high in dissolved oxygen.

Where can I start?
Don’t mow to the edge of your pond! We’d
recommend leaving a 50 foot grassy buffer,
to start. You could qualify to receive free
technical and financial assistance, labor,
and materials to plant a riparian buffer on
your property. Visit our website and search
“Plantings for the Piedmont” to learn more. 


