
Legacy and Landscapes: The Power of 
Historic Districts



Background on Historic Preservation

● 1966 National Historic 
Preservation Act laid 
groundwork/ legal 
framework

● Federal oversight

● SHPO/THPO Offices

● National Park Service 
established



What is the National Register of Historic Places

● Official list of historic 
properties

● Established through 1966 
NHP Act

● Virginia Landmarks 
Register established by 
Code of Virginia

● Both designations are 
honorary



National Register Criteria

Criteria A: Areas of Significance Criteria B: Important People

Criteria C: Architecture Criteria D: Archaeology



Buildings 

Tavern at James City

Carriage House at Patrick Henry’s Farm

No. 18 School in Marshall (DHR)

Galemont (DHR)
Old Jail, Warrenton (DHR)

Structures proving shelter for human activity



Structures 

Spring house, Old Whitewood Farm
Earthworks at Fort Raleigh NHS

Grain Elevator in LaFox, IL

Cape Henry Lighthouse

Spring house, Old Whitewood Farm

Show barn at Mt. Sharon

Cape Henry Lighthouse
Rapidan River Bridge

Silos at Lovell Farm

Cape Henry Lighthouse (DHR)

Structures with purpose other than shelter for human activity



Washington Monument Original Washington DC Boundary Stone

Objects

Artistic/Decorative purpose



Arlington National Cemetery

Sites

Credit Victoria Garnett. 

Location of event/activity/building that retains value



Virginia Military Institute Campus Historic District 

Crooked Run Valley Rural Historic District Cedar Rapids Central Business District

Districts

Warrenton Historic District
Photo by Strawser

Upper Pocosin Mission Site
Greenwood - Afton Rural Historic District (DHR) Auburn Battlefield Historic District (DHR)

Linkage of resources in a definable area



What is a VLR/ NRHP District?
Significant concentration or 
linkage of resources

Important for - architecture, 
historic themes, people, 
archaeology

Captures the feel of a time period 
of evolution over time

Contributing and non-contributing 
resources

Rural Historic District includes the 
above but is larger with greater 
diversity of land uses, 
landscapes, histories

Credit: DHR



What does “Contributing” Mean
Resource adds to historic character of district:

● Present when district gained significance

● Relates to historic themes in the district

● Has historic integrity (looks like a historic building)



What does “Non- Contributing” Mean

Resource DOES NOT add to historic character of district

● Built outside period of 
significance

● Does not relate to historic 
themes in the district

● Alterations/changes and 
no longer looks like a 
historic resource



WITHIN BOUNDARIES OF:

NRHP & VLR Listed 
Auburn Battlefield 
Historic District

NRHP Eligible 
Elk Run - Germantown 
-Cedar Run RHD



Local  vs. State/Federal 
Designation

● Local historic districts have a 
separate process from a NRHP 
or State Register listing

● Created through local 
ordinances or zoning overlay 
districts enabled through 
Code of VA

● Overseen/enforced through 
Architectural Review Boards

● Sometimes overlap boundaries 
of NRHP and VLR -listed 
historic districts 



Rural historic districts stimulate…

• Benefits to individual property owners
• Economic development/community benefits
• Conservation benefits

In addition to the preservation of historic resources…



The Meadows - Fauquier County. 

PEC holds this easement, which has a no demolition clause on the historic 
section of the house and includes provisions for protecting the headstones 
and other funerary objects in the family cemetery on the property.



Photo credit: Preservation Va.

Historic 

Rehabilitation 

Tax Credits









Part of our region’s success is due to the ability 
to encourage Rural Historic Districts.

Historic Districts Are Very 
Useful for Land Conservation













 







37% of historic 
districts in PEC 

service area are 
protected by 
conservation 

easement

Only 16% of region 
is in historic district, 
but has 41% of the 
region’s easements

Require buy-in by the 
local community, 
state and federal 

government





Over 141,000 
acres within HDs 
protected by 
conservation 
easements (32%)

Over 446,000 acres
protected by 
conservation 
easements







Process of Creating a Historic District - First Steps







NRHP/VLR District Nomination Process
Step 1. Establish Boundaries

Step 2. Complete Preliminary 
Information Form and submit 
to DHR

Step 3. VDHR’s State Review 
Board Determines Eligibility

Step 4. Complete Full National 
Register Nomination for 
District

Step 5. Listing on VLR/NRHP



How are Boundaries Chosen?
Physical - rivers, lakes, 
hills/valleys

Manmade: roads or 
railroads

Political boundaries

Age 

Association with events 
or people

Integrity - demolition; 
incompatible 
development



NRHP/VLR District Nomination Process
Step 2. Complete Preliminary 
Information Form and submit 
to DHR

Step 3. VDHR’s State Review 
Board Determines Eligibility

Step 4. Complete Full National 
Register Nomination for 
District

Step 5. Listing on VLR/NRHP



NRHP/VLR District Nomination Process
Step 4. Complete Full National 
Register Nomination for 
District

Step 5. Listing on VLR/NRHP

● Architectural Survey 

● Completion of Nomination Form

● Public notification of every 
landowner and adjacent 
landowner

● Public meetings

● Formal determination at State 
Review Board Meeting

● Listing on VLR

● Keeper of National Register 
Determines Listing on NRHP



Case Study:
Rapidan River - Clark Mountain

 Rural Historic District



● 42,000 acres
● Similar to other RHDs
● Central to American story



Rapidan River - Clark Mountain RHD Timeline

2014-2015: Landowner concern 
regarding proposed 230kv 
transmission line; brainstorming 
boundaries for district

2015: PEC received grant funding, 
hires consultant to complete 
Preliminary Information Form

2017: District determined 
NRHP-eligible

2018- present: Fairfield 
Foundation working on 
nomination



Getting the Record 
Right

● Focus on community input

● Identifying/documenting 
underrepresented resources

● Exclusion of Black 
communities 
historically

● Public webmap 
available on PEC 
website

● More complete record 
for the district



Questions?

Contact Information:

Kristie Kendall
Owner

Kristie Kendall, LLC
(703) 407-7507

KristieKendall.LLC@gmail.com

Don McCown
PEC Land Field Representative

Orange & Madison Counties
(434) 977-2033 x. 7047
dmccown@pecva.org


