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URANIUM

After careful consideration of the voluminous material placed in the public
record by both proponents and opponents of uranium mining and milling in Virginia,
The Piedmont Environmental Council has concluded that despite more than three years
of public inquiry at great expense to the taypayers of the Commonwealth, there is no
convincing evidence that uranium mining and milling can be conducted in Virginia in
a manner that ensures the present and future safety of Virginia's residents and

environment.

PEC therefore strongly recommends that the current moratorium on uranium mining
and milling in Virginia be continued indefinitely and that the expenditure of the
Commonwealth's funds to study the subject be discontinued promptly.

Passed Unanimously by PEC Board of Directors
December 7, 1984

Robert T. Dennis
President

APPROVED FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Charles S. Whitehbuse
Chairman of the Board

(This Policy replaces the previous #420 passed on 9/12/81)
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POLICY pOsSITION

PEC urges the passage of a statewide moratorium on further exploration and any
mining and milling of radioactive materials such as uranium, until such time as it can
be determined whether radioactive materials can be extracted safely and without adverse
effects on the land and water resources and the population in Virginia; or, whether
the exploration for mining and mi1ling of uranium should be permitted in Virginia. If
the determination is made to permit said exploration, mining and milling, the moratorium
should be extended until an adequate regulatory structure for a uranium extraction
industry can be formulated and put in place; and until sufficient baseline data are
collected for camparison and monitoring purposes.

PEC_PROGRAM

PEC, in continuing recognition of the serious nature of the uranium development
jssue, will continue its uranium project under the present committee, with ongoing
Board and staff support, stressing educational and cooperative efforts in as large an
area of the state as possible, and giving assistance and advice where and when needed,
within the budgetary 1limits of PEC's financial resources. /(Z?
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Robért T. Dennis
President

APPROVED FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Arthur W. Arundel
Chairman of the Board

AC Form 5/81




